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Good evening to all those interested in Curlews, and best wishes for 2022!

This is to give you advance news of plans for Curlew studies in the Severn and Avon Vales, and to request your
con�nued help and support in 2022. Last year’s breeding season, as we all know, was plagued by difficult weather
condi�ons: a very cold April delayed the onset of nes�ng, while heavy rain in May flooded out many nests; we
es�mate that the 30-35 pairs of Curlews that tried to nest along the rivers in Gloucestershire and Worcestershire
produced only nine fledged chicks – be�er than we had feared at one stage, but nowhere near enough to maintain
the popula�on numbers. (The full 2021 report of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust’s Severn Curlew Project is
available on the Curlew Forum website at www.curlewcall.org under “News”, dated 28 October 2021, if you would
like more details).

Currently, the Curlews are in their winter quarters round the coast, and the main field ac�vity at present is the
search for wintering colour-ringed individuals. Several of the young birds, raised in cap�vity and released into the
wild at Slimbridge in summer 2019, have recently been recorded back at Slimbridge, and others have been noted
further down the Severn estuary, and at Newport Wetlands in south Wales. But the breeding birds will soon be
returning to the Severn and Avon Vales; there are some�mes records in January, and most will have returned to
their nes�ng territories by February. Please let us know as soon as you observe any Curlews on your land, or
during bird-watching excursions!

The Wildlife and Wetlands Trust plans to con�nue its Curlew project in the coming spring and summer, in
conjunc�on with volunteer groups like the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society and the Worcester Curlew Group. I
shall certainly be involved, and hope to keep you informed, like last year, with regular Curlew circulars.

Please feel free to pass this message and the future Curlew circulars on to anyone you know who is interested; and
if you don’t want to remain on the circula�on list, just let me know!

May I also draw your a�en�on to two other bodies very ac�vely concerned with Curlews: the Curlew Recovery
Partnership (www.curlewrecovery.org) was set up with DEFRA support in 2021 to encourage the recovery of
Curlews in England. It brings together all the main bodies concerned, plans training courses in 2022, and hopes to
influence the government’s new Environmental Land Management Schemes, so that they reward Curlew-friendly
farming. Curlew Ac�on (www.curlewac�on.org) raises funds for projects to support Curlews.

With best wishes, once again, for 2022, and thanks in advance for your contribu�ons to Curlew studies.

Mike Smart
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