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Hello again, everyone!

Since the last circular a fortnight ago, the pace of Curlew nes�ng ac�vi�es has quickened notably, as indeed was to
be expected - World Curlew Day (WCD) on 21 April is, a�er all, �med to coincide with the onset of nes�ng. This
year the day was marked by an ever larger number of ac�vi�es: the Curlew Recovery Partnership (CRP) Manager
Russ Wynn conducted a live interview from a Curlew site in the New Forest for Sky News and provided a blog for
the group Working for Waders in Scotland (see link below), and the CRP Chair, Mary Colwell, was involved in an
evening event with singer-songwriter David Gray that was hosted by the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust – links
below:

h�ps://www.workingforwaders.com/blog/2022/4/21/world-curlew-day-2022
h�ps://www.wwt.org.uk/world-curlew-day/

At local level, BBC Radio Gloucestershire carried interviews with members of the WWT Curlew team, clip available
at h�ps://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0c1q58m

The weather has of course helped: April of last year was unusually dry and cold: these condi�ons undoubtedly
delayed the onset of nes�ng; April 2022 has been equally dry, but much milder, with hardly any frosts, so that the
birds have been able to begin nes�ng at the usual �me.

As previously noted, we found our first nest, with a single egg, on 15 April; we found this nest, another with just
one egg, and a third, with a full clutch of four eggs, through observa�ons in the field; the two nests with one egg
have since progressed to a full clutch of four, though a third was abandoned a�er a single egg had been laid; a
fourth nest already had a full clutch of four eggs. Finding nests in long grass demands �me, skill and pa�ence;
Curlews are wary beasts and don’t give away the loca�on of their nest so easily; we have enlisted the help of
technology in the shape of a drone fi�ed with an infra-red camera, which recognises the warm body of the si�ng
Curlew on the ground. The drone has found a fi�h nest, so both methods work; and we are hoping that the birds
we have marked satellite tags will also show us where their nests are.
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Complete clutch of four eggs, April 2022 (photo: Dan Gornall).

There are clearly other nests which we have not yet found: several of the pairs are ac�ng as though they have
nests (maintaining alert posture, chasing Carrion Crows, repeatedly returning to the same area of the nes�ng
field), but don’t actually go to the nest site itself. We think this is because they don’t start incuba�ng un�l the
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clutch of four eggs is complete; so we are hoping to find a good many more nests in the next few days. We were
pleased to find nests early in the egg-laying process, because this gives a be�er idea of the likely hatching date (we
also measure and weigh the eggs, which allows us to check hatching dates by another method). We have erected
an electric fence round some nests, in the hope of foiling mammalian predators like foxes and badgers (though the
fence won’t help against crows: we have observed one preda�on incident where a Raven dropped straight out of
the sky and predated at least one, perhaps two, nests).

Electric fence round a Curlew’s nest (photo: Kane Brides).

The fences can be erected in less than half an hour (including strimming the grass below the fence, to prevent
short circuits when the grass grows), so disturbance to the nes�ng bird is minimal. They return rapidly to the nest -
one bird was back on the nest 31 minutes a�er we had finished installing the fence. A trail camera is also installed
alongside the nests; the camera takes a picture every �me there is a movement near the nest, so we hope to be
able to iden�fy and monitor any preda�on events, and to get pictures of other relevant happenings.

The birds marked with a satellite tag (so far, all males) have also given insights into the birds’ behaviour: whereas
some remain on the same field (presumably the field where their nest is situated), others go a-blackberrying; we
presume that the wanderers are birds that do not yet have a mate and are visi�ng other Curlew haunts in the
hope of mee�ng a kindred spirit.
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Movements of a bird originally marked with a satellite tag at Bredon’s Norton.

Many independent volunteers (notably from the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society and the Worcester Curlew
Group) have contributed valuable observa�ons to our study: the latest is a picture of a fi�h head-started bird (one
of the 50 raised in cap�vity at Slimbridge in 2019 and released into the wild there), apparently at a nes�ng site. We
are very grateful to all of them; please keep up the good work!

Our warmest thanks go to the farming community, who not only allow us to visit their land, and to erect fences in
their hay crop. Many of you have also consulted us about management of your fields: one altered the field on
which he would put ca�le out to graze, so as not to disturb nes�ng Curlews, another has offered not to graze his
sheep on a field if we find a Curlew’s nest there.

The next couple of weeks should allow us to find a whole lot more nests: let’s hope we are successful in finding
and protec�ng them, and that the weather gods look down kindly upon us and give us a reasonably dry month of
May!

Best wishes

Mike Smart

P.S. As always, if you don’t wish to receive these circulars, just let me know.
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