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Good a�ernoon, everyone!

Apologies for the delay in this update, but the Curlew observers have been pre�y busy in the Severn and Avon
Vales in the last couple of weeks.

Curlews are now well established in their breeding fields along the Severn and Avon, generally going round quietly
in pairs and, somewhat to our surprise, not being very ac�ve in the first two weeks of April, neither doing much
courtship chasing, or making many song flights with the lovely bubbling call. (This in contrast to East Anglia where
workers on sister Curlew projects found full clutches of eggs already in the first week of April. There are similar
groups of people working, like us, on small very vulnerable local Curlew popula�ons all over lowland England, and
many of them met at Otmoor in Oxfordshire early in the month to exchange notes and experiences). But we have
witnessed courtship chasing at �mes in the Severn and Avon area – as in the picture below from the
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve at Coombe Hill, where the male, with outstretched wings, is expressing his
admira�on for his mate. When it gets really serious, he raises his wings high above his head and u�ers an excited
con�nuous call.   

Courtship chasing: male Curlew in pursuit of his mate. Photo Sara Baldwin.

And indeed, the breeding season is now definitely under way, since the first nest of the season in our area, with an
incomplete clutch of a single egg (out of the four likely to be laid), was found yesterday, 15 April.

As men�oned in previous circulars, much effort is devoted to observa�on of individuals recognisable by their
colour rings. One interes�ng observa�on came from the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust reserve at Upton Warren
near Droitwich: this was a bird with a yellow flag ring inscribed HP, seen on 26 March 2022; this bird had been
ringed as a chick near the RSPB reserve at Otmoor on 22 June 2021, and was seen in Co. Kerry in Ireland that
August; so although only one year old, it was already heading back towards its natal area. (Curlews are not
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supposed to return to their breeding area un�l they are at least two!). And another advanced youngster has come
to our no�ce: a Curlew in first year plumage was caught and ringed by the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT)
team on 29 March 2022. So that’s two first-year birds coming back earlier than predicted.  

Other exci�ng observa�ons of ringed birds concern head-started Curlews (the 50 birds raised in an aviary and
released into the wild at WWT Slimbridge in July 2019). In the previous circular I men�oned that one of these birds
had returned to the Severn and Avon Vales this spring; now we have seen no less than four of these three-year
olds in breeding areas, including the bird that bred successfully in the Severn Vale last year, which is back on the
same field where it raised a chick in 2021. In addi�on to this, we have re-sighted four of the six adults ringed on
the breeding grounds in 2021.

These observa�ons of recognisable individuals make it possible to obtain a be�er understanding of the ac�ons and
movements of the birds; but there is an even more revealing technique – the use of satellite tags. Previous
circulars have referred to the Curlew tagged in Devon in November 2021, which moved to our area in late February
2022 and is s�ll with us. Now we have six (rather expensive!) satellite tags for local use by the WWT team, and
have succeeded in placing four of them on male Curlews, two along the Severn in Gloucestershire, two along the
Avon in Worcestershire. The tags (which can only be fi�ed by a small number of highly trained and experienced
operators) should show not just local movement during the breeding season, but also movements in autumn and
winter. The map below shows just how limited are the movements of one tagged male: it has spent prac�cally all
its �me in the same couple of fields (and we have observed it in the wild and seen it walking and flying, to ensure
that it was not incommoded by the tag on its back).

Movements of a male fi�ed with a satellite tag.

Curlew circular no. 8 2022.04.16

2 of 3 22/11/2022, 19:22



We hope that the tagged birds may in future lead us to their nests so that we can protect them from foxes and
badgers.

A reminder: next Thursday, 21 April, is World Curlew Day; this date was chosen because it is St Bueno’s Day (he
being the Welsh patron saint of Curlews, one of which retrieved his prayer book when he accidentally dropped it
into the sea), and more importantly because many Curlews will by that date have laid a full clutch of eggs. The
following announcement has been made by the English Curlew Recovery Partnership (CRP): 

This Thursday (21 April) is World Curlew Day 2022, a worldwide celebra�on of Curlews and their
conserva�on that was established by the CRP Chair, Mary Colwell.

The CRP is encouraging all Curlew enthusiasts to share their images, videos and observa�ons of Curlews
during the day via social media. On Twi�er please tag @curlewrecovery and use #WorldCurlewDay2022.
On Facebook, please post content on the CRP page at: h�ps://www.facebook.com/groups
/2859673707686462.

Please feel free to join in the Twi�er storm planned for that day. In case you are interested, I have done an
interview for World Curlew Day with Kate Clark of BBC Radio Gloucestershire which will be on air in two parts
tomorrow, Easter Sunday 17 April, at about 11.10am and 12.10pm.

Many thanks to all the farmers and land-owners who have given WWT, the Floodplain Meadows Partnership, and
the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) permission to study curlews, hay meadow botany, eels and
pondlife on their land; thanks also to  the many observers who have provided informa�on about Curlews in the
area; please keep up the good work,

Best wishes

Mike Smart

P.S. As always, if you don’t wish to receive these circulars, just let me know.
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