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Good a�ernoon, everyone!

Since my last note two weeks ago, a lot has happened in the Severn and Avon Curlew world. The good news is that
the Curlews are back on their breeding sites; the bad news is that, a�er a rela�vely dry winter, there has been
massive flooding a�er the three named storms Dudley, Eunice and Franklin in the five days from 16 to 21 February.

We know that Curlews have (as usual) begun to leave wintering areas on the Severn estuary (though some will
remain un�l April). Numbers of wintering Curlews seem lower at Slimbridge and further down the estuary, and we
have concrete proof of movement through one colour-ringed bird (a female, black 79), seen at various places along
the Severn estuary during the winter, photographed at Li�leton Warth near Oldbury by Ma� Plenty on 5 February,
then recorded by Chris Wells back on its known breeding site on the Lugg Meadows (where it had been ringed in
April 2021) in Herefordshire on 22 February.

Ring Black 79 at Li�leton Warth on 5 February 2022 (photo Ma� Plenty)

The first Curlews back on their breeding grounds upstream of the estuary were seen on 14 February, when two
were recorded along the Avon, moving between the Worcestershire and Gloucestershire banks; they behaved very
much like a pair, indica�ng that females may return to the breeding areas at the same �me as the males. Later the
same evening, at a regular roost site along the Avon, as many as eight, probably including the pair seen earlier,
were found gathering to roost. At the same roost on 17 February, 20 birds (a high total so early in the season) were
in the roost (as yet unflooded) at dusk, indica�ng a quite rapid influx; one of these birds, a female, carried a colour
ring; it was too far off for the numeric inscrip�on to be read, but it was almost certainly the bird White 06, the only
one ever ringed at this site in March 2019, which nested in a nearby field in 2019 and 2021. By 21 February, the
roost site was completely flooded out, leaving li�le or no grassland on which the roost might gather; the birds
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seem to have moved a li�le way up the Avon, and 16 Curlews were seen by day, si�ng on the only narrow grassy
strip of floodbank emerging from the flood. On 25 February there were 20 Curlews on the emerging floodbank at
this second site; three of them, seen from a great distance, too far off to read ring numbers, were carrying yellow
flag rings, which must have been birds marked at this spot in spring 2021 (see picture in previous circular).

Observa�ons of these early season roosts are very important; they are thought to represent breeding birds from
the immediate surrounding area which are poten�al breeders in neighbouring meadows, and give an early insight
into the number of birds which may nest. Recogni�on of ringed birds from previous years confirm that the same
individuals are returning, year a�er year.

Flooded meadows on 21 February 2022, the Avon on the far side.

Curlews have also been observed along the Severn. The first was a single bird at an early morning roost on 19
February in Gloucestershire, a site which has since been very deeply flooded; even so, four birds were s�ll present
round the edge of the floods at this site on 26 February. Another Curlew was recorded at a different Severnside
site in Worcestershire on 21 February.

The Severn rose sharply from 15 February onwards, reaching its highest level since early February 2021, and has
been overtopping its banks from 21 February. The peak has been reached; river levels are now dropping, but water
will take much longer to flow off the meadows where the Curlews nest. 
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The Severn overtopping its banks on 26 February (river on le�, flooded meadows on right).

Clearly then, Curlews are back in the riverside meadows, though their normal territorial ac�vi�es have been
disrupted by the floods. It seems that they are si�ng round the edges of the floodwater, pa�ently wai�ng for the
waters to recede.

Please let me know if you record Curlews in the area, or if you have any comments on this note.

Best wishes

Mike Smart
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P.S. As always, if you don’t wish to receive these circulars, just let me know.
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