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Hello again everyone!

Today is World Wetland Day, in honour of the date, 2 February 1971, when the Ramsar Conven�on on Wetlands of
Interna�onal Importance was finalised at the city of Ramsar on the Caspian coast of Iran. The Conven�on is an
intergovernmental agreement by which states include major wetlands in their territory on an interna�onal list and
commit to preven�ng ecological change, and also agree to make wise use of all wetlands in their territory. It began
as a bird protec�on conven�on, but has developed into a vehicle for recognising and guaranteeing other func�ons
of wetlands such as flood allevia�on, water supply, carbon storage and conserva�on of other forms of biological
diversity. Almost every country in the world has now joined the Conven�on, with over 2,000 wetlands (covering
200 million hectare worldwide) on the List of Wetlands if Interna�onal Importance. It is the only global conven�on
that deals with one par�cular (highly threatened) habitat type.

The Conven�on is of special relevance to Curlews in the Severn and Avon Vales, partly because much of the early
work of developing and implemen�ng the Ramsar Conven�on was carried out at Slimbridge, partly because the
“Call of the Curlew” mee�ng held at Slimbridge five years ago today, on World Wetland Day 2017, provided a
launch pad for many of the recent studies and conserva�on efforts for lowland Curlews in England (and other
parts of the UK). For those interested in this historic mee�ng, extensive informa�on about the 2017 mee�ng (and
all the presenta�ons given there) are available on the Curlew Forum website at www.curlewcall.org.

Par�cipants in the “Call of the Curlew”, Slimbridge, 2 February 2017

As yet, we have not received any reports of Curlews back on their breeding grounds along the Severn and Avon –
though there was one very unusual record of a Curlew in flight over Tewkesbury in mid-December 2021; this must
have been a lost individual, as records of Curlews in the Vales between mid-February and mid-February are most
unusual. For the moment, most local Curlews are s�ll on their winter quarters around the Severn estuary, o�en
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feeding on wet fields inland, very o�en on old ridge and furrow fields, whose undula�ng and unploughed mini-
topography provides a home for large numbers of invertebrates on which the Curlews feed greedily. These ridge
and furrow fields seem to be disappearing rapidly - ploughed up for conversion to maize produc�on, or for the
many local house building projects; conserva�on bodies need to do more to register and conserve such fields. At
present, Curlews are the estuary itself or on these fields just inland from the estuary, no doubt pu�ng on weight
before spring migra�on to their breeding grounds. Several of the inland feeding birds (at places like Slimbridge,
Oldbury and Aylburton) are head-started birds, released from Slimbridge in July 2019 and recognisable from the
numbered colour-rings on their legs. They have returned to the same wintering grounds over several years.

The Slimbridge Severn Curlew Project is gearing up for the coming season, and this year will have three field-
workers. The project retains close contacts with local volunteer groups like the Gloucestershire Naturalists’ Society
and the Worcester Curlew Group. We shall be aiming to catch and colour-ring as many adult Curlews as possible
before laying begins, then to locate good numbers of nests and to protect them with electric fences from foxes and
badgers. We hope that farmers and land-owners will, as in previous years, be happy for us to erect these fences,
and that they may adjust their hay-making, so as to protect any chicks that hatch. We trust that the coming season
may produce normal, Curlew-friendly condi�ons, without the difficul�es of the last three summers - June floods in
2019, lockdown in 2020, and a desperately cold April followed by an abnormally wet May in 2021!

Please do send in any records of Curlews. We expect the first birds to return and occupy territories any day now!

Best wishes

Mike Smart

P.S. As always, if you don’t wish to con�nue receiving these circulars, just let me know.     
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