
Report on resightings of Curlew headstarted in the Severn Vale, Dec 2020 - Mar 2021 

Fieldwork and general movement restrictions due to Covid-19 have continued to create a 
challenging environment for monitoring the headstarted Curlew (released at WWT 
Slimbridge in 2019) over the winter of 2020-21. However, resightings of headstarted birds 
have continued throughout the winter period, thanks in no small part to the local ring readers 
and birders who have continued to submit their sightings over this challenging period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Headstarted Curlew 40. Photo © Scott Petrek 

Over the period December 2020 – March 2021, there were 66 confirmed resightings 
involving twelve of the fifty headstarted Curlew. 47 (71%) of these sightings came from WWT 
Slimbridge, mostly in January and February, in part due to the increased water levels on and 
around the reserve which brings birds closer to the hides and other watch points, enabling 
colour rings to be read. The remaining 19 (29%) sightings came from locations further down 
the Severn estuary, with 11 coming from Oldbury Power Station, 7 from Aylburton Warth and 
one from Shepperdine (see Table 1 and Figure 2). These sites are not discreet locations and 
there is a degree of mixing between sites at different stages of the tide.  

Site Name Dec 2020 Jan 2021 Feb 2021 Mar 2021 

WWT Slimbridge  2 (2) 20 (8) 25 (7) - 

Oldbury Power Station 4 (2) 2 (2) 2 (2) 3 (2) 

Aylburton Warth - - - 7 (3) 

Shepperdine - - 1 (1)  - 
Table 1. Summary of resightings of headstarted Curlew during Dec 2020 – Mar 2021. Number = number of 

sightings, number in brackets = number of individuals involved. 



Figure 2. Maps showing the locations of headstarted Curlew resightings over the 2020-21 winter at WWT 
Slimbridge and at sites further down the Severn estuary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Headstarted Curlew 33 on Tack Piece in February, WWT Slimbridge. Photo © Scott Petrek 

The highest number of resightings of an individual during this period was eleven, however all 
except one of the twelve birds were recorded on at least two occasions (see Table 2). 
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Headstarted curlew ID 
Cohort No. of sightings Location of sightings 

Right tibia Left tibia 
Yellow White (21) 1 5 Oldbury Power Station 
Yellow White (23) 3 7 Oldbury Power Station, Shepperdine 
Yellow White (24) 2 7 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (25) 4 9 WWT Slimbridge, Aylburton Warth 
Yellow White (32) 2 3 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (33) 1 8 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (40) 4 11 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (48) 4 2 Aylburton Warth 
Yellow White (54) 2 3 Aylburton Warth 
Yellow White (63) 5 4 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (65) 4 1 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (67) 4 6 WWT Slimbridge 

Table 2. Summary of the twelve headstarted Curlew resighted Dec 2020 – Mar 2021. 

It is encouraging that when the headstarted birds are observed in the field they are 
indistinguishable from ‘wild’ Curlew in terms of their behaviour and are more often than not 
observed in feeding/roosting groups with unringed birds. Looking at the number of 
resightings since the releases in 2019, at least 14 birds have been resighted in their second 
winter (October 2020 onwards), giving a minimum survival estimate to date of 0.28 (28%), 
which is roughly in line with expectations. This is a bare minimum figure and we expect the 
true value to be higher than this, as not all colour-ringed birds are being resighted.  Figure 4 
shows the number of resightings of each bird since release and highlights the fact that 
individuals can ‘disappear’ for months at a time before being resighted again. We eagerly 
await further sightings over the spring and summer of 2021. 

 

Author: David Evans (WWT Severn Curlew Officer)   

 

 



 

 
Figure 4. Summary of headstarted Curlew resightings since release in 2019, including total number of resightings per month (bottom row) and per individual (right-hand column). A numbered 
green cell indicates the total number of resightings recorded in a given month for an individual. Red cells indicate no resightings in a given month. The grey cells with an ‘x’ indicate the bird is 

confirmed as deceased. 


