
Brief report on resightings of curlew headstarted in the Severn Vale, Mar-Nov 2020 

Fieldwork activities have been heavily restricted for the majority of 2020 due to the impacts 
of Covid-19, which has meant the resightings effort of the fifty headstarted curlew released 
at WWT Slimbridge in 2019 has been limited. However, due to the efforts of one local ring-
reader in particular, along with a number of local birdwatchers and the reserve staff at 
Slimbridge, resightings of headstarted birds have continued throughout the year. 

 
Figure 1. Headstarted curlew 29. Photo © John Sanders 

Over the period March - November, there were over 100 sightings of scheme-marked birds 
(yellow ring on right tibia, white alpha-numeric ring on left tibia), out of which 91 of these 
were identified to the individual level and involved fifteen out of the fifty headstarted curlew. 
29% of these sightings came from WWT Slimbridge and 71% came from nine locations 
further down the Severn estuary, with the majority of these coming from the high-tide roost 
site at Guscar Rocks (see Table 1). All fifteen headstarted birds came from cohorts 1-5, the 
only cohort not represented being cohort 6 (see Table 2). 
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Aylburton Warth - - - - 3 (1) - 3 (2) - 2 (2) 

Berkeley Shore - - - - - 1 (1) - - - 

Clapton Pill - - - - - - - - 2 (2) 

Guscar Rocks - - 6 (4) 12 (7) 8 (5) 1 (1) 9 (6) - - 

Littleton Warth - - - - - 1 (1) 6 (3) 4 (2) - 

Oldbury Power Station - - - - - - - - 2 (2) 

Pillhead Gout - - - - 1 (1) - - - - 

Shepperdine 1(1) - - - - 1 (1) - 1 (1) - 

Slimbridge WWT 20 (7) - - - - - - - 6 (3) 

Wibdon Warth 1 (1) - - - - - - - - 
Table 1. Summary of resightings of headstarted curlew during Mar-Nov 2020. Number = number of sightings, 
number in brackets = number of individuals involved. 
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Cohort Release date Release 
location 

No. of birds in 
cohort 

No. of birds 
resighted 

since release 

No. of birds 
resighted 
Mar-Nov 

2020 
1 09/07/2019 South Lake 7 7 (100%) 2 (29%) 
2 10/07/2019 South Lake 10 9 (90%) 3 (30%) 
3 12/07/2019 Dumbles 7 5 (71%) 3 (43%) 
4 19/07/2019 South Lake 18 17 (94%) 6 (33%) 
5 01/08/2019 South Lake 5 3 (60%) 1 (20%) 
6 08/08/2019 South Lake 3 1 (33%) 0 (0%) 

Table 2. Summary of cohorts of headstarted curlew released in 2019. 

 
Figure 2. Headstarted curlew 68. Photo © John Sanders 

Of the 91 sightings, 51 (56%) were of five individuals. The highest number of resightings of 
an individual during this period was 11, however all of the 15 birds were recorded at least 
twice. Interestingly, each individual was either recorded on the reserve at Slimbridge or at 
locations further down the estuary, no bird was recorded both on and away from the reserve 
during this period (see Table 3). 
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Headstarted curlew ID 
Cohort No. of sightings Location of sightings 

Right tibia Left tibia 
Yellow White (21) 1 6 Guscar Rocks, Oldbury Power Station 

Yellow White (23) 3 10 
Guscar Rocks, Oldbury Power Station, 

Littleton Warth, Pillhead Gout, 
Shepperdine 

Yellow White (24) 2 4 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (25) 4 6 Aylburton Warth, Guscar Rocks 
Yellow White (29) 4 3 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (32) 2 3 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (33) 1 2 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (40) 4 9 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (41) 3 11 Guscar Rocks, Littleton Warth 

Yellow White (48) 4 10 Aylburton Warth, Clapton Pill, Guscar 
Rocks, Wibdon Warth 

Yellow White (54) 2 11 Aylburton Warth, Guscar Rocks 

Yellow White (56) 3 3 Aylburton Warth, Berkeley Shore, 
Clapton Pill 

Yellow White (63) 5 3 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (67) 4 2 WWT Slimbridge 
Yellow White (68) 4 8 Guscar Rocks, Littleton Warth 

Table 3. Summary of the fifteen headstarted curlew resighted Mar-Nov 2020. 

A concerted effort was made over the period of equinoctial tides, 15-22 September, to 
monitor high tide roosts and surrounding habitat at numerous locations in the south west for 
colour-ringed curlew, in the hope that some headstarted birds would be recorded. Sites in 
Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire were monitored, alongside sites on the Usk 
estuary in Wales, Steart in Somerset, Devoran in Cornwall and the Taw-Torridge and Exe 
estuaries in Devon. Some success was had, with six headstarted birds identified to individual 
at Guscar on 16 September, two identified at Wibdon Warth on 18 September and one 
identified at Littleton Warth on 20 September.  

As mentioned in previous updates, there are a small number of wild birds colour-ringed with 
the same ring scheme as the headstarted birds, which complicates things slightly when a 
bird is seen but the individual ring number isn’t read. Although probability suggests it will be 
a headstarted bird, this cannot be confirmed until the ring is read. This situation played out at 
multiple locations over the high tide monitoring period including WWT Slimbridge (four birds 
on 17 September and one bird on 18 September), Goldcliff Lagoons on the Usk (one bird on 
both 18 and 19 September) and at Steart Point on 21 September.  



 
Figure 3. High tide roost monitoring at Guscar Rocks, Gloucestershire. Photo © Mike Smart 

On the back of a successful deployment in 2019, trail cams were again put out on the 
Dumbles at WWT Slimbridge in an attempt to capture some of the headstarted birds during 
the high tide roosts. The trail cams were put out on 23 September and collected in on 2 
October due to concerns over losing them on big high tides. Unfortunately, despite being a 
successful method of resighting headstarted birds in 2019, the method was unsuccessful 
this year. Colour-ringed birds were captured on a small number of images but were too 
distant for the ring number to be legible.  

 
Figure 4. Frustratingly distant record shot of a colour-ringed curlew captured on a trail cam on the Dumbles at 
WWT Slimbridge. Photo © WWT 
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