
 
 
The Hardwick Green Meadows Project                 
Our Floodplain meadows through Time event October 22nd 2019 
 
 
The Hardwick Green Meadows Project began after this floodplain meadows site was purchased in 2017 
by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk . It is one of around 70 Worcs WT nature 
reserves and represents 1.5% of all floodplain meadows left in the UK, so is of national and international 
importance. 
 
‘Our Floodplain Meadows Through Time’ was a workshop/training session held in October 2019, to  
engage local landowners and residents in understanding about the importance and value of floodplain 
meadows from ecological and flooding alleviation perspectives. Emma Rothero from the Floodplain 
Meadows Partnership talked about the background, distribution and value of floodplain meadows. 
Mike Smart and Dave Evans from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust’s new breeding Curlew project raised 
our awareness of the Curlew and its plight and discussed land management actions for its benefit. Ian 
Duncan from the Worcestershire Curlew Group added to this presentation, giving a local perspective. 
Finally, Paul Hudson from the Worcestershire County Council’s Historic Environment Record ‘Explore the 
Past’ team provided an overview of what the historic environment records and archive information tells 
us about the area, based on the Desk-based Assessment that was carried out at the beginning of the 
Project.  
 
The event provided an opportunity for local landowners/farmers/residents and anyone with a general 
interest in countryside matters to network with Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and the speakers and each 
other to discuss floodplain meadows generally and Curlews in particular. There was an energy and 
determination in the hall to continue to work together to halt any further decline in both. To sum the 
event up, participants were invited to answer the following question: WHAT CAN WE ALL SAY AND DO 
TO INFLUENCE AND INSPIRE OTHERS TO APPRECIATE AND PROTECT OUR REMAINING FLOODPLAIN 
MEADOWS? Answers on a (paper) Curlew feather were pinned onto the drawing of a Curlew – see 
photo and comments written out below.  
 
The Project covers a number of different elements, currently at various stages of completion. Interviews 
with local people who know the site and its immediate area have taken place for the oral history 
aspects, which have been running alongside research into the archives and pouring over old 
photographs and documents, to gain an understanding of what life was like in the past and how it differs 
from today. Local school children performed a play written especially for them by John Townsend called 
‘Where the Meadows Flower’, based on the history of the area and the interviews which some of the 
children conducted themselves with local people. 
 
This is a community engagement project but for most of the year the public has no access to Hardwick 
Green Meadows! From August to April it looks quite ordinary but between May and July it is ablaze with 

http://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/


colour as the complex mix of wildflowers come into bloom, attracting in turn an array of insects and 
birds. Our community engagement plan involves taking groups of people to the site and opening it up 
for events and open days during the flowering season. Over the last 2 summers we have held a bioblitz 
each year and recorded over 250 species of plants and animals (but sadly no Curlews) identified by the 
public under the guidance of expert naturalists. 
 
Aiming at a different audience, and in partnership with Sustrans, the Trust is finalising a 30 mile cycle 
route encompassing several Worcs WT Malvern Chase meadow reserves (including Hardwick Green 
Meadows). 
 
Junior and Middle schools across the county are being invited to take part in a Haiku poetry 
competition. Haikus are often used to describe small things so the tiny creatures to be found in a 
meadow are ideal subject matters.  
 
Professionally produced displays and a booklet will be produced over the coming months as the Project 
draws to a close at the end of March 2019. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Our Floodplain Meadows through Time  

Summing up activity: 

WHAT ARE THE KEY THINGS WE CAN SAY AND DO TO INFLUENCE AND INSPIRE OTHERS TO APPRECIATE 
AND PROTECT OUR REMAINING FLOODPLAIN MEADOWS? 

Suggestions were written onto paper Curlew feather-shapes and stuck onto a picture of a Curlew. In no 
particular order: 

• Buy more floodplain meadows 
• Good incentives to restore meadows including education about ’better’ meat from sustainable 

sources 
• Have a graphic exhibition to take to schools, village halls, council meetings etc. 
• More blocked drains = more wetlands! 
• Talk to as many people as possible about floodplain meadows and show enthusiasm and 

understanding 
• Increase awareness of benefits through media / allow public access on open days to local 

floodplain meadows / start young in schools 
• Floodplain fair 



• Give a presentation on my hydrological research (Chris Greensmith) 
• Promote World Curlew Day events 
• Lobby our MP on the Natural Capital gain 
• Read and research from today and share with family & friends 
• Get out in spring and listen to the song and calls of Curlew, then share your experience with 

others 
• Spread the message on social media – pretty pictures help 
• Dogs on leads 
• Changes in hay cutting times and payments to make changes 
• Achieve the right balance between public access and protection of flora and fauna. Quite a 

problem but solvable I am sure 
• Liaise with other floodplain meadow groups e.g. Avon Meadows 
• The joy of a flower-rich meadow in summer. The colour, the smell, the birds, the butterflies, the 

dragonflies…. 
• Recruit the farming community as allies, not enemies 
• Include all floodplain meadows in agri set-aside payment scheme 
• Concert for Curlews 
• Walk on dedicated paths in flowering season and appreciate the colours and complexity of the 

many species of wildflowers found 
• Let people have more access to the meadows – if they can’t see them, they can’t love them 
• Good news stories – tell everyone especially government. This is needed to prove and 

encourage the belief that the curlew is not a lost cause! 
• Talk to children in schools, nurseries, uniformed groups etc 
• Presentations to church groups, U3A etc 
• Funding for farmers to conserve parts for wildlife 
• Show and tell. Try and take away the ‘it’s not for the likes of us.’ Do not be too exclusive 
• Don’t use pesticides and herbicides 

 
 
 
 
 
 


