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https://www.bto.org/volunteer-
surveys/bbs/latest-
results/trend-graphs

Extracted from the BTO/JNCC/RSPB 
Breeding Bird Survey

But:
- what type of 

‘schemes’ have 
curlew had?

- what type of 
‘schemes’ do 
curlew need?

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/trend-graphs
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Taking action for any type of 
biodiversity issue involves:

• Recognising what the issues are

• Understanding the processes involved

• Raising awareness of the concern and the issues

• Ensuring they are a policy priority

• Identifying: how much, where and in what condition

• Developing and delivering appropriate funding mechanisms at 
the relevant scales

• Monitoring outcomes & adapting the approach if needed
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https://www.birdguides.com/news/record-breaking-
increase-in-scottish-corn-bunting-population/

Taking that approach, targeted 
action can work:

https://www.birdguides.com/news/scottish-corncrake-numbers-at-lowest-level-since-2003/ 
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Curlew in Scotland?:

• Recognising what the issues are

• Understanding the processes involved

• Raising awareness of the concern and the issues

• Ensuring they are a policy priority

“The decline in farmland waders, such as 
the lapwing and curlew, is an on-going 
concern. Several studies have looked at 
ways to improve breeding success for 
waders but, so far, not at a sufficiently 
large scale to affect national trends.”
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Curlew in Scotland?:

• Identifying: how much, where and in what condition
Change between 1994-96 
and 2007-09
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-

results/maps-population-density-and-trends

But:
- Lack of detailed survey and 

monitoring across much of 
Scotland

- Especially the local level 
knowledge of issues needed 
to help target action

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/maps-population-density-and-trends
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Curlew in Scotland?:

• Developing and delivering appropriate funding mechanisms at 
the relevant scales

https://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/Rural
Priorities/Packages/FarmlandWaders

But:
- Curlew need a selection of complex 

habitats at a landscape scale
- Quite broad-brush often very 

prescriptive options
- Lack of facilitation in many areas to 

help target appropriate options
- Competitive scheme with 

associated difficulty of getting 
smaller farms to engage
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Could agri-environment schemes 
work for curlew in Scotland?:

Focus

Funding Facilitation

Flexibility
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https://rbaps.eu/pilot-areas/rbaps-measures-in-ireland/shannon-callows/breeding-waders /

https://www.nfuonline.com/about-us/our-offices/north-east/north-east-must-read/an-
environment-scheme-that-has-really-blossomed/

Could agri-environment schemes 
work for curlew in Scotland?:

https://rbaps.eu/pilot-areas/rbaps-measures-in-ireland/shannon-callows/breeding-waders
https://www.nfuonline.com/about-us/our-offices/north-east/north-east-must-read/an-environment-scheme-that-has-really-blossomed/
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