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Introduction 

• Focus on woodland creation 

• Policy drivers  

• Forestry Grant Scheme 
(FGS) 

• Application and assessment 
process  

• biodiversity/curlew  

• Future outlook 



Policy 

• Climate Change Plan 

• Increasing woodland creation 
targets: 

2018 – 10,000ha/year  

2021 – 12,000ha/year 

2023 – 14,000ha/year 

2025 – 15,000ha/year 

• Increasing woodland cover from 
18% to 21% of Scotland’s land 
area by 2032 
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Woodland Creation 
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FGS Woodland creation 

• Area To Date – Since 2015 
• Over 800 approved applications 
• 22,000 ha approved –of which 10,000ha planted 
• Spread across Scotland mainly on agri land class 5 

 
• Type of projects 

• 40% native – 60% conifer 
• 35% of area from 40 larger (>100ha)projects 
• 50% from 250 medium 20-100 ha projects 
• 15% from 500 smaller 0.25-20ha projects 
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Forestry Grant Scheme 

• Woodland Creation 

• Nine options 

• £1,040 - £6,720/ha (av £4,661) 

• Protection costs 

• Sheep and trees 

• Woodland creation with forest 
infrastructure 

• 10 – 50ha conifer 

• 30m road/ha 

• Agroforestry 
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New Application Guidance 
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Site Investigation  

Prepare Initial Proposal 
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1. To recognise (and map) the 
location of features incl species  
that will require 
protection/mitigation or provide 
opportunities. 

2. Determine if there are existing 
survey data. 

3. Stratify the site to recognise those 
areas with a feature of interest. 



Desk Based Assessment - links 
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Ground truthing 
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All sites should be visited by the applicant 

for a “Ground truthing” 

 

Level of inspection dependant on site: 

 Size 

 Complexity 

 Sensitivity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verify desk based assessment 

 

Identify missing data 

E.g. Notable or protected habitats 

 Protected species 

 Archaeological features 

 Areas of potential GWDTE 

 Would flag the potential 
need for breeding 
habitat survey and early 
consultation with RSPB.  



Process Outline 

Prepare Initial Proposal 
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1) Existing data sources:   
Desk Based Assessment 
 

For the collection of missing evidence for Water, Soils, Habitats, and 
Species a ground survey is necessary: walkover or extended Joint 

Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) Phase 1 survey are options.   

2) Ground Truthing: (for 
example Walkover Survey 
or Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey). 



Habitat/Species Sensitivity 
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For sites with significant sensitivity a single map should combine all 
this desk and survey information into an assimilated Red/Amber/Green 
map of Habitat Sensitivity: with  
 
 Red being sites that must be protected or surveyed in detail,  
 Amber where new information will be required, and  
 Green being sites with no issues, features or constraints. 



Curlew sensitivities and WC 

• Three most likely options:  

• 1) protect the area (don’t plant it/buffer),  

• 2) more detailed surveys to clarify the issue 
(e.g. breeding),  

• 3) mitgate impact by habitat management or 
predator control.   

• There are no hard and fast rules – depends on 
site circumstances   

• Needs early engagement with FCS and RSPB  
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Summary 

• Strong policy driver and SG commitment for 
woodland creation 

• New woodland creation application process 
developed with input from RSPB and SNH  

• Increased emphasis on careful site/species 
assessment and early engagement 

• FCS role to ensure WC Projects resolve issues 

• To protect curlews in key areas we expect to see 
restrictions on planting or other mitigation eg 
habitat management 

 16 


