
The Curlew Forum



Origins

Call of the Curlew, Slimbridge, World Wetlands Day 2017



What’s it for?

Purpose of the Curlew Forum

‘Our goal is to work with farmers and land managers to 
reverse the current decline of breeding curlew across 
southern England. 

We will do this by monitoring status, sharing 
knowledge and experience, raising awareness, offering 
advice, and securing funding to implement effective 
conservation measures.’ 



Informal co-ordinating committee

Representatives from each (most) 

population

Who is it?



Website



Including advice and discussion



Exchange visits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also newsletter…
Meeting oct 2017 slimbridge



Where are the Southern Curlews?

• A small part of the population

• A substantial part of the historic range



Where are the Southern Curlews?

Shropshire 140 pairs

New Forest 40 pairs

Upper Thames 40 pairs

Severn & Avon Vales 35 pairs

Breckland 30 pairs

Somerset Levels 20 pairs

Herefordshire 9 pairs

Salisbury Plain  8 pairs

North Wiltshire 6 pairs

Dartmoor 4 pairs

Exmoor ??

Bodmin ??

The rest ??

TOTAL ~330 pairs



Where are the Southern Curlews?



Shropshire

Curlew Country

~40 pairs

Partnership with farmers
Fences, headstarting, predator control
Local engagement
Monitoring (ringing, temp loggers)
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Presentation Notes
Mixture of improved rye grass and rushy / unimproved hill pasture



Salisbury Plain

RSPB with MoD and vols

~8 pairs on permanent 
grassland (downland)

Nest monitoring



Somerset Levels & Moors

RSPB led (mostly reserves)

~20 pairs on wet meadows

Large-scale management for nature
Doing well!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Population possibly over-estimated, but increasing



Severn & Avon Vales

Mike Smart; volunteer run

~35 pairs in old hay meadows

Survey & monitoring
Partnership with farmers (and EA)



Breckland

RSPB/UEA/NE PhD project (on stone curlews!)

~30 pairs on grass heath

Nest monitoring (temp loggers)
Experimental management

Presenter
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Only recently realised there were so many (while studying stone curlews)



Upper Thames

Facilitation Fund –farmers, RSPB, 
volunteers

~50 pairs on floodplain meadow

Habitat management
Nest monitoring (temp loggers)



New Forest

Soton Uni / volunteers

~40 pairs on wet heath & bog

Nest monitoring (temp loggers)



Problems:

• Predation (mostly mammals)

• Agricultural operations

• Recreational disturbance

Solutions:

• Fences, headstarting, predator 

control

• Ultimately: landscape management

• Working with farmers & agri-

environment

Common problems, common solutions?



• Don’t monitor to extinction!

• Bring more groups in

• Facilitation Fund

• Greater than the sum of its 

parts:

• Shared learning

• Pooled data for research

• Joint projects?

• Headstarting?

The future



Slide TitleHeadstarting



Slide TitleHeadstarting



Headstarting

Parents: Welney 3 pairs, 
Nene 35 pairs

Welney: 2 fledglings; 
0.7 fledglings per pair

Headstarting: 8 clutches, 32 eggs, 27 chicks

Headstarting: 
25 fledglings; 
3.1 fledglings per ‘pair’

Overall:
0.84 fledglings per pair

Nene: 5 fledglings; 0.14 
fledglings per pair

Overall: 0.18 fledglings 
per pair
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Presentation Notes
And this is how it panned out. Godwits need about half a fledgling per pair per year for stability.
At Welney it was a decent year – enough to cause a theoretical population increase. but that means 2 fledglings in real numbers. Given survival over next 2 years, par would be 1 of these turning up in 2019.
We actually released 25 fledglings.
At the national scale, that flips things from nowhere near enough fledglings to keep the population stable, to enough to cause a fairly sharp increase.
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