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Status and future of Curlew 
in Wales workshop Jan 2018 



Key UK sheep industry indicators
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Demographic changes (breeding ewes)

Source: Defra 
December 
census



Sheep population density in Great Britain in 2015



Ewe numbers by region in the United Kingdom

Source: Defra



Grazing livestock enterprises are dependent on support payments
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2014 data – but livestock shows a consistent pattern of low returns



A structure of two halves

1971 1987 1996 2003 2012

86 78 77 71 56

14 22 23 29 44

% split between the two structures

2012 numbers with 2003 numbers in parentheses 



Changing hill breed numbers
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Consumption of lamb by age group
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Helpful/unhelpful efficiency drivers

• Grassland improvement
• The need for higher forage quality
• Soil
• Genetic changes
• Supply chains



The Sheep Centre, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6PH, enquiries@nationalsheep.org.uk, www.nationalsheep.org.uk A company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registration No 37818. Registered charity in England and Wales (249255) and in Scotland (SC042853) your business your future

Changing emphasis and a need for
more holistic outcomes
• Michael Goves direction , the 

Environment plan, the Agriculture Bill, 
the Industrial strategy, and a coherent 
food policy

• WG guiding legislation The Environment 
Bill and the Well Being of Future 
Generations Act
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Getting it right in the future
• Key considerations:

• Farmers manage most of our land mass
• Farmers run businesses.  They have proved they can 

innovate and change  - money and viability is an 
essential, but not only, part of the motivation

• Farmers (not just farmers) need to be part of the 
debate and the decision making process

• Colleges/universities, levy bodies, unions are all vital 
stakeholders



Thank you
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