






















Habitat selection for nest-site by Curlew 2015 & 2016 combined



















Causes of Nest failure at Egg Stage
2015 & 2016 combined

In 2015 four nests in the Welsh part of the study area were thought to have been mown 
before they could be located and an additional nest in England was reported mown by the 
farmer. The eggs survived the cutting intact and were discovered as the grass was being 
collected  but the adults had deserted the nest.
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Outcome of experimental 
interventions

• All three of the nests which were fenced with predator 
proof fences successfully hatched chicks.
• Of the nests at which ‘Scoot’ was applied, one was 
predated by a fox, one was predated by a badger and one 
nest was fenced with a predator proof fence as the 
opportunity arose.
• If farmers had not been made aware of curlew nests, six 
nests would almost certainly have been destroyed by land 
management activities and a further two nests would 
have been likely to have been damaged or potentially
destroyed by land management.









• A total of seven chicks were hatched from three 
nests. One nest hatched three chicks and two nests 
hatched two chicks, each of the three nests also 
contained an infertile egg. The outcomes were:

• One chick crushed by an ATV
• One almost certainly predated by a fox
• Two were taken by unknown predators (tags 
recovered)
• Three went missing but were assumed predated 
(tags not recovered)

Chick survival 2016



Causes of Chick Loss
2015 & 2016 Combined



1st Egg Dates for Curlew nests found with 
incomplete clutch

• 1st May
• 2nd May
• 3rd May
• 7th May
• 8th May
• 9th May
• 19th May (relay?)
• 21st May (relay?)

2015

• 19th April
• 22nd April
• 23rd April
• 30th April
• 2nd May
• 4th May
• 5th May
• 6th May
• 10th May
• 12th May
• 13th May - relay
• 24th May - relay

2016



Estimated Fledging Dates for Curlew
chicks @ 35 days after hatching

• 8th July
• 9th July
• 10th July
• 14th July
• 15th July
• 16th July
• 25th July
• 27th July

• 26th June
• 29th June
• 30th June
• 7th July
• 9th July
• 11th July
• 12th July
• 13th July
• 17th July
• 19th July
• 22nd July
• 3rd August

2015 2016



Summary of Results
• 28 curlew territories within, or just on the border of, the LPS 

project area were watched this year; from those territories 
21 nest sites were found. 19 of these nest sites were 
observed with eggs and 14 of these nests had cameras 
successfully installed Eight of them also had Thermachron
iButtons installed in the nest cup. 

• one nest was abandoned around four days after installing an 
RSPB camera

• From the 19 nests that were observed with eggs, a total of 
63 eggs were laid. The average clutch size was 3.75 (using 
data from 14 full clutch nests).  At these 19 nests the 
outcomes were:

• 16 failed at the incubation stage
• 3 failed at the chick rearing stage







Local Breeding sites of Curlews 
colour-ringed at Dolydd Hafren







Satellite track of Dolly – wintering on the 
Blackwater in Republic of Ireland



All positive sightings/satellite fixes of Curlews 
colour-ringed/satellite-tagged at Dolydd Hafren
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