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Curlew are shy and vigilant (and sensitive to disturbance!) ï 

hard to observe, easy to disturb 

Tags might allow óobservationô without disturbance 

2016 ï can we catch breeding Curlew, will they carry the tags 

comfortably? For how long? 

They might help us answer important questions for Curlew ï 

and other farmland breeding waders: 

Å How big is a breeding territory? 

Å How do they cope with ópatchyô landscapes? What do they need? 

Å Are we making the right decisions (in agri-environment schemes) to 

support breeding birds? 



3 males were caught using cannon-nets set at 
identified activity sites using decoys and playback 



GPS tag weighs 6g 
(a pound coin weighs 10g) 

<1% bodyweight of >600g (male) Curlew 



Downloaded data from base 
stations every 3-4 days 

Tags recorded a 
location every 15 
minutes until the 

battery ran out (2-4 
weeks) 

¢ŀƎǎ άƭƻƻƪέ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
base station every 

hour: if in range they 
transmit their stored 

data to it 



48h track for Curlew 285, fix every 15 min. 
 


